WISCONSIN STATE SENATE

DAVE HANSEN

SENATOR — 30TH DISTRICT

State Capitol  P.O. Box 7882  Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882  Phone: (608) 266-5670

February 17, 2003

Senator Dale Schultz
Room 18 South
State Capitol

Dear Senator Schultz,
In response to a request from your office, I am writing to inform you that I do not object

to taking up Secretary Nilsestuen’s appointment in his absence. I met with him on an
individual basis and was able to discuss a variety of issues with him in some detail.

Sjincerely,

MWJ

Dave Hansen
State Senator

Dh: ecg

S: committees/Ag.

Fax: (608) 267-6791  E-mail: sen.hansen@legis.state.wi.us
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608-356-4903
DATE: 1/23/03
TO: Members, Senate Committee on Agriculture,

Financial Institutions and Insurance

FROM: Gordon Foss, CEO
Frank Friar, Sr. Vice President

RE: Support for Confirmation of Rod Nilsestuen as DATCP Secretary

Thank you Chairman Schultz for the opportunity to provide support for the confirmation
of Rod Nilsestuen as Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection. My name is Frank Friar. My remarks not only reflect my thoughts, but also
those of Gordon Foss, CEO of Badgerland Farm Credit Services. Gordon is in a board
of directors meeting today and therefore unable to attend this meeting.

We have both known and worked with Rod over the past twenty years through his
position as CEO of the Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives. This Federation
developed into one of the premier cooperatives trade associations in the country. It has
often served as a model for other states to follow. The premier status is given in
recognition of the extensive number of participating organizations and their successes
in contributing to a strong and viable Wisconsin agriculture and cooperative community.

Rod’s leadership and influence not only supported a strong agriculture at the farmer
level, but equally important at the agribusiness and community level. Combined, this
has resulted in a strong infrastructure for agriculture in our state.

We believe Rod is extremely qualified for this position for several key reasons:
e He passionately believes in Wisconsin agriculture and the families it represents.

e He grew up on a farm and has a distinguished career dedicated to Wisconsin
agriculture, cooperatives and the farm and rural members they serve.

e He is a visionary leader and an effective change agent guiding others to keep
organizations and their purpose modern and relevant.

¢ He has extensive and positive professional relationships with state, regional and
national leaders in agriculture both in the private and public sectors.

Thank you for the opportunity to appear and present our support for Rod Nilsestuen’s
confirmation as DATCP secretary.



Wisconsin Federation of Cooperatives

131 West Wilson Street, Suite 400, Madison, WI 53703
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Date: 01/23/2003

To: Members, Senate Committee on Agriculture, Financial Institutions and Insurance
From: William L Oemichen, President & CEO [St Ctmacho—

John T. Manske, Director of Government Relati A
RE:  Support for the Confirmation of Rod Nilsestfién as DATCP Secretary

Thank you to Chairman Schultz for scheduling this prompt hearing on the nomination of Rod
Nilsestuen to serve as the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection. Both of us are sorry that prior commitments prevent us from appearing in person at
UW-Baraboo to support the nomination. We have deep pride and enthusiasm for Rod in the new
and challenging role he has just undertaken for the people of Wisconsin, and we ask for your
positive vote to confirm this nomination.

As you know, Rod Nilsestuen served as President and CEO of the Wisconsin Federation of
Cooperatives (WFC) for 24 years. During that time he built it into one of the most respected
cooperative trade associations in the country. During the last four years of his leadership of WFC,
he also headed the Minnesota Association of Cooperatives (MAC), through an alliance with WFC.
His commitment to rural Wisconsin, farmers and cooperatives has resulted in countless roles,
initiatives and successes over the years. Others who witnessed Rod’s work for cooperatives and
their member-owners here in Wisconsin have sought Rod’s counsel and then pursued similar
efforts elsewhere.

We believe that Rod is ideally suited to be DATCP Secretary for numerous reasons. Among these
are the following:

» Like previous Secretaries of DATCP, Rod comes from a farming background and understands
the challenges and stress faced in the current depressed agricultural economy.

* He believes there must be a future for all sizes and types of farming operations in Wisconsin if
our rural communities are to be strengthened. He understands survival in today’s national and
international marketplaces depends on our modernizing our aging farm facilities and he is
prepared to make legislative recommendations, and take administrative action, to ensure this
happens.

* Rod has worked across political lines and in alliances to generate positive outcomes for
Wisconsin’s producers and others in Wisconsin’s countryside. The hard fought battles on
federal dairy policy and for rural development funding are examples of where Rod cemented
important linkages with federal elected and other officials to help our state.



* Leading DATCP at a time of severe state budget challenges is not for the faint of heart. Rod
has been at the heart of countless financial and policy battles over his long tenure at WFC as he
engaged with federal and state policymakers on key rural issues. We trust that he will seek the
most reliable information and make sound recommendations and decisions as he serves
Governor Doyle and the people of the state during this difficult fiscal time.

»  While we respectfully, but strongly, disagree with Governor Doyle on his intention to transfer
the very effective Bureau of Consumer Protection to the Department of Justice, we know that
Rod is a strong advocate for consumers and know that Rod Nilsestuen will handle this issue in
a positive and sensitive manner, whatever the legislative outcome is on this very important
issue to the state’s consumers and agriculture.

Thank you for considering our request for a positive confirmation vote on Rod Nilsestuen for
DATCP secretary.
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January 23, 2003

To: Senator Dale Schultz, Chairperson
Senate Committee on Agriculture, Financial Institutions and Insurance

From: JohnT. Umbhoefer, Executive Director
Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association

Re:  Confirmation Hearing for Rod Nilsestuen, Wisconsin Secretary of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection

Dear Senator Schultz and Committee Members,

Please accept this note from our trade association as a registration in FAVOR of your
committee’s confirmation of Mr. Rod Nilsestuen as Secretary, Wisconsin Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection.

Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association represents a majority of cheese and butter
manufacturers in the state of Wisconsin, as well as hundreds of companies that further
process dairy products and provide goods and services to the dairy industry. Our
members favor the selection and confirmation of Mr. Nilsestuen to lead the Department of
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection.

The department faces a number of challenges at this time. State government and the dairy
industry will benefit from the knowledge and leadership Mr. Nilsestuen will bring to this
position. Mr. Nilsestuen is the right man for the job and we ask for his swift confirmation.

Wisconsin Cheese Makers Association is concerned that impending state budget shortages
may result in discussion of new or higher fees assessed on industry, or the possibility that
fees collected to date may be “lapsed” to cover general budget shortfalls. WCMA is also
concerned that back-up security plans for the new Agricultural Producer Security Program
have faltered, forcing dairy manufacturers to pay assessments to the new program, and
maintain the private bonds expected under the previous program.

WCMA believes that Mr. Nilsestuen has the background and knowledge to address these
issues quickly and effectively. We look forward to joining with our partners in the dairy
industry to look for solutions to these issues and plan for the long-term growth of
Wisconsin agriculture.

Thank you for accepting this memorandum into the record.
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grassroots involvement. The event. also
provides a means for bringing the media

Commitment to communications through
the President and CEO position has fostered
a growing number of targeted communications
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